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Maurice Utrillo (1883-1955) is known for depicting the cityscapes
of early 20th-century Paris, leaving behind numerous oil paintings of
Montmartre where he was born and raised, as well as suburban land-
scapes where he lived. His artistic journey was shaped by complex
relationships with his family, including his mother Suzanne Valadon
(1865-1938), and his struggle with alcoholism since childhood, all
contributing to his unique artistic vision. Despite his turbulent life, this
Ecole de Paris painter who dominated the art world in the first half of
the 20th century continues to enjoy enduring popularity, particularly
in Japan.

This exhibition, organized in cooperation with Musée national d'art
moderne (MNAM), presents a comprehensive view of Utrillo’s ceuvre
through approximately 70 oil paintings, including Toits a Montmagny
(c.1906-07) and Lapin Agile (1910) from the MNAM collection, along
with archival items provided by the Association Maurice Utrillo. Visitors
will journey through his “Montmagny Period” when he took up painting
as part of his alcoholism treatment, his pinnacle “White Period” where
he captured the poetic essence of white walls using various materials,
and his “Colorful Period” characterized by vibrant hues. We hope this
exhibition offers a chance to appreciate Utrillo’s unique style and the
poetic landscapes he cherished.
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